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Overview

Introductions
Septic systems handle sewage
Septic system failures in Quail Valley
Water quality and public health concerns
Septic system prohibition/alternatives
Other cooperating agencies



Santa Ana Regional Water 
Quality Control Board

SARWQCB is a state agency
Our mission is to protect water quality and 
the beneficial uses of waterways
We are charged with protecting, enhancing 
and restoring water quality 
We enforce the California Water Code and 
issue permits



Co-operating Agencies/Entities

Riverside County Environmental Health
County Supervisor Jeff Stone
Eastern and Elsinore Valley Municipal 
Water Districts
City of Canyon Lake/POA
Quail Valley residents and developers



What is a septic tank

Domestic wastewater (sanitary wastewater) from 
most homes in Quail Valley is discharged to a 
septic system.
Septic tank removes the solids and the floatables
and the liquid flows into the ground through a 
leach field or a cesspool.
Septic tanks serve three functions: Removal of 
Solids, Bacterial Action, and Sludge & Scum 
storage





















Septic System Problems

Solids build up in the septic tank.  If it is not 
pumped regularly, solids will overflow into 
the leach field and clog the system. Then 
septic systems will start backing up.
High groundwater, poor soils and bedrock  
will also cause septic system failures.



Septic System Failures
Failing septic systems may cause septic 
system wastewater to surface. 
Surfacing wastewater may contain bacteria 
and viruses.
People could get sick by coming in contact 
with this wastewater.
It is a serious health problem
Surface wastewater in Quail Valley flows 
into Canyon Lake



Water Quality and Public Health

Groundwater and surface waters are getting 
contaminated
Water flows to Canyon Lake, an impaired 
lake due to bacteria
Children play near these streams
Public Health: infections or disease



What are we doing about the 
WQ/Public Health Problems?

Working cooperatively with the County 
Health, County Supervisors Office, the 
City, POA, EMWD, EVMWD, residents 
and developers to find solutions.
County Health surveyed QV residents in 
March 2005  and here are the results.  



Riverside County’s Study
Recently the Riverside County Environmental Health 
conducted a survey

848 homes/lots visited, only 413 surveys completed with 
occupant, 41 refused to talk to inspectors

28% (114) complained of septic system problems

37% (154) Sewage and/or greywater discharges observed

Major areas of concern at Vista Way and Casa Bonita 
Streets. 134 homes in this area had septic problems

84% stated they would switch to sewer



Most Residents Want Sewer?
Eastern or Elsinore Valley MWDs may be able to 
provide sewer service for the area.
Elsinore Valley MWD conducted a sewer system 
feasibility study for the lower part of Quail Valley.
Eastern MWD has contracted for $80,000 for a 
sewer system feasibility study in the area.    
EMWD study- September completion date 
Once these studies are completed, we will have a 
better understanding of the cost of bringing sewer to 
the area and the cost of connecting to the sewer.



Interim Measures

1. Pump and maintain septic systems on a 
regular basis.

2. Report any septic system problems to the 
County Environmental Health:           
(951) 358-5172 
Contact County Supervisor Jeff Stone’s 
office to determine if public assistance is 
available: (951) 955-1030 



Riverside County 

Review applications, ensure they meet 
requirements

1. Supervise percolation tests and review test 
results carefully.

2. Do not permit septic systems in bedrock, 
decomposed granite or other poor soils.



Regional Water Board Proposal

1. Consider septic system prohibition in 
Quail Valley area.

2. Continue to allow new construction where 
appropriate.

3. Not a building moratorium.
4. Require all residents to connect to sewer 

system once it is available.



Summary

Possible prohibition For Quail Valley 
Also Evaluating Alternatives
Many Agencies Are Cooperating 
When Sewers Become Available, Homes Must 
Hook Up to Sewer
Sewering Agencies Will Help Set Timeline and 
Conversion Costs



What is Next?
Comment Box Here Today 
Draft Prohibition (Basin Plan Amendment)
Public Workshop on July 13, 2005, at 9 a.m.
Public Comments Welcome
Proposed Adoption Board Hearing: November 2005
Websites:  www.Waterboards.Ca.Gov/santaana
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana/html/quail
_valley.html
Address: Quail Valley Comments
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
3737 Main St. Suite 500, Riverside 92501



Thank-You
We welcome 

your 
comments


